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Leader: We live on the brink
every day. We stand on the
threshold between this world and
the next one. We live and move
between the ordinary and divine,

have been you or your daughter; it
might have been the girl down the
street or your grandchild. But the
messenger of God came and
greeted her and said, “The Lord is

peace that passes all understanding.

It is the peace that knows that

company is coming.
% k¥

between the mundane and the
mystery. Too often, we forget to
look up and see the angels in our
living room. We forget that the
love we give and live is a sign of

with you.” What a gift and a

promise: Emmanuel, God is with us.

We light these candles with peace
in our hearts for the promise of

eternity, God with us, right now.

We forget that company is coming.

Luke tells us that God’s favor came
to a girl, an ordinary girl. It might

proximity, the nearness of God.
Even when we forget to listen, to
lean into that presence, God is as
close as our own breath. This, in a
confused and confusing world, is a

Advent Song

bty
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus v1

UMC Hymnal #196, Words: Charles Wesley, Music: Rowland Prichard

1) Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.

Scripture
Luke 1:26-38

e il

pondered what sort of greeting

this might be. The angel said to

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God.
And now, you will conceive in

Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.
* ok ok

In the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent by God to a town
in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of

your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. He will
be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the

David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and

throne of his ancestor David. He

will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since |
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am a virgin?” The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will

“l come to bring good news,
good news | come to tell you,
Good news, | say, good news.

be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the
sixth month for her who was said

wz2) “For you are highly favored
By God the Lord of all,

Who even now is with you.
You are on earth most blest,
You are most blest, most blessed,
God chose you, you are the blest!

to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary
said, “Here am |, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the
angel departed from her. ***

To a Maid Engaged to Joseph

UM Red Hymnal #215, Words: Gracia Grindal, Music: Rusty Edwards

1) To a maid engaged to Joseph,

The angel Gabriel came.
“Fear not,” the angel told her,

3) But Mary was most troubled
To hear the angel’s word.
What was the angel saying?
It troubled her to hear,

To hear the angel’s message,
It troubled her to hear.
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w4 “Fear not,” for God is with you,
And you shall bear a child.

His name shall be called Jesus,
God’s off-spring from on high.
And he shall reign forever,
Forever reign on high.”

ws) “How shall this be?” said Mary,
“l am not yet a wife.”

The angel answered quickly,
“The power of the Most High
Will come upon you shortly,
Your child will be God’s child.”

People: Eternal God, by the birth
of Jesus Christ you gave yourself
to the world. Grant that, being
born in our hearts, he may save
us from all our sins, and restore

we) As Mary heard the angel,
She wondered at his words.
“Behold, | am your handmaid,”
she said unto her God.
“So be it; | am ready
according to your word.” ***

within us the image and likeness
of our Creator, to whom be
everlasting praise and glory,
world without end.

(silent confessions)
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Leader: The Holy One forgives the Mighty One, whose strength
and bestows favor on each of us, and mercy are forever.
even and especially when we are

. .. People: Let it be with us
lowly in spirit. We are blessed

according to God’s Word. Amen.

from generation to generation by *ok %

Emmanuel, Emmanuel

UMC Red Hymnal #204, Words & Music: Bob McGee

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
His name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, Revealed in us,

His name is called Emmanuel.
EX X 3

Sermon

Loving Home

Rev. Angie Utter
Darlington & Fayette UMCs
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w3) Love shall be our token;

Love be yours and love be mine;

Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.

* k¥

Love Came Down at Christmas

UMC Red Hymnal page 242, Text: Christina Rossetti, Music: Trad. Irish melody

w1) Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;

Love was born at Christmas;
Star and angels gave the sign.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
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2) Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus,

But where with for sacred sign?

Prayers of the People
Text prayer requests to:
608-304-7214

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who
trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.
K %k %k

Praise God, from whom all
blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures
here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source
of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ,
whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! ***
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Tithes & Offerings

Electronic gifts can be made
by visiting our website:

http://give.onalaskaumc.org
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Away in a Manger

Text: Anonymous, Music: James R. Murray

1) Away in a manger,
no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus
laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the sky w2) The cattle are lowing, I love thee, Lord Jesus,
looked down where he lay, the baby awakes, look down from the sky
The little Lord Jesus, But little Lord Jesus, And stay by my cradle
asleep on the hay. no crying he makes; till morning is nigh.
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w3) Be near me, Lord Jesus,
I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever,
and love me, | pray;

Bless all the dear children
in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven

to live with thee there.
EX X 3
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