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DECEMBER 24, 2020 WORSHIP
6:30p CHRISTMAS EVE

Worship graphics & hymns:   http://www.onalaskaumc.org 

Livestream worship:  http://youtube.onalaskaumc.org

Give online at:  http://give.onalaskaumc.org

Text prayer requests:  608-304-7214
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Prelude – Breathe of Heaven
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Welcome
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Advent Candle Lighting
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Leader: Advent hope moves us; 
Advent love leads us; Advent joy 
stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that 
we might affirm our King Jesus.

It is time we set flame to this 
Advent affirmation by lighting the
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Christ Candle.

Please join us in this Christmas 
affirmation:

All:  We believe that Jesus is the Son 
of God.  He was born of the Virgin
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Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.  He is 
the long-awaited Messiah whose 
coming was prophesied.  The same 
Jesus lives today in our hearts.  He 
deserves our highest loyalty and 
total commitment.  In Jesus Christ

10

our hope is fulfilled; our love is 
consummated; our joy is complete; 
and our peace is sealed.

Leader:  Let us welcome our long-
expected Jesus!

***
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Advent Carol
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(v2)  Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus v2
UMC Hymnal #196, Words: Charles Wesley, Music: Rowland Prichard

14

By thine own eternal spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit,

Raise us to thy glorious throne.
***

15

16

Scripture – Luke 2:1-7
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The Birth of Jesus

About that time Caesar Augustus 
ordered a census to be taken 
throughout the Empire. This was 
the first census when Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 

18
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Everyone had to travel to his own 
ancestral hometown to be 
accounted for. So Joseph went 
from the Galilean town of 
Nazareth up to Bethlehem in

19

Judah, David’s town, for the 
census. As a descendant of David, 
he had to go there. He went with 
Mary, his fiancée, who was 
pregnant.  While they were there, 

20

the time came for her to give 
birth. She gave birth to a son, her 
firstborn. She wrapped him in a 
blanket and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room in the 
hostel.  ***
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Carol

23

O Little Town of Bethlehem v1,2,4
UMC Hymnal #230, Words: Phillips Brooks, Music: Lewis H Redner

(v1) O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie;

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.

24

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

25

(v2)  For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch on wondering love.
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O morning stars together,
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to all on earth!
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(v4)  O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

28

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel!

***
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Scripture – Luke 2:8-14

31

Angelic Good News

There were sheepherders 
camping in the neighborhood. 
They had set night watches over 
their sheep. Suddenly, God’s 
angel stood among them and
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God’s glory blazed around them. 
They were terrified. The angel 
said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to 
announce a great and joyful 
event that is meant for
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everybody, worldwide: A Savior 
has just been born in David’s 
town, a Savior who is Messiah 
and Master. This is what you’re 
to look for: a baby wrapped in a
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blanket and lying in a manger.”
At once the angel was joined by 
a huge angelic choir singing 
God’s praises: Glory to God in 
the heavenly heights, Peace to all
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men and women on earth who 
please him.
***
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37

Carol

38

Angels We Have Heard on High v1-3
UMC Hymnal #238, Words: Trad. French carol, Music: French carol melody

(v1)  Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

39

(r)  Gloria
In excelsis Deo!

Gloria
In excelsis Deo!

40

(v2)  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?
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(r)  Gloria
In excelsis Deo!

Gloria
In excelsis Deo!
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(v3) Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
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(r)  Gloria
In excelsis Deo!

Gloria
In excelsis Deo!

***
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Scripture – Luke 2:15-20

46

Shepherds Visit

As the angel choir withdrew into 
heaven, the sheepherders talked 
it over. “Let’s get over to 
Bethlehem as fast as we can and 
see for ourselves what God has
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revealed to us.” They left, 
running, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the 
manger. Seeing was believing. 
They told everyone they met

48

what the angels had said about 
this child. All who heard the 
sheepherders were impressed.
Mary kept all these things to 
herself, holding them dear, deep
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within herself. The sheepherders 
returned and let loose, glorifying 
and praising God for everything 
they had heard and seen. It 
turned out exactly the way 
they’d been told!  ***
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Special Music – O Holy Night
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Scripture – John 1:1-5, 9-14
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The Light

The Word was first, the Word 
present to God, God present to 
the Word.  The Word was God,     
in readiness for God from day 
one. Everything was created
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through him; nothing—not one 
thing!— came into being without 
him. What came into existence 
was Life, and the Life was Light 
to live by.  The Life-Light blazed
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out of the darkness; the 
darkness couldn’t put it out. The 
Life-Light was the real thing:      
Every person entering Life he 
brings into Light.  He was in the
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world, the world was there 
through him, and yet the world 
didn’t even notice.  He came to 
his own people, but they didn’t 
want him.  But whoever did want
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him, who believed he was who 
he claimed and would do what 
he said, He made to be their true 
selves, their child-of-God selves.
These are the God-begotten, not
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blood-begotten, not flesh-
begotten, not sex-begotten.  The 
Word became flesh and blood,    
and moved into the 
neighborhood.
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We saw the glory with our own 
eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory,     
like Father, like Son, Generous 
inside and out, true from start to 
finish.
***
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Message

The Family Home

Pastor Park Hunter
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1. The family home. 

64

2. An inconvenient Christmas. 

65

3. Home is relationships. 

66

4. God with us. 
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Tithes & Offerings
Electronic gifts can be made 

by visiting our website: 
http://give.onalaskaumc.org

Christmas Medley – UMC World Choir

69
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Offering Prayer
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Communion
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Carol

75

Silent Night, Holy Night
UMC Hymnal #239, Words: Joseph Mohr, Music: Franz Gruber

(v1) Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother 
and child. 
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Holy infant, 
so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
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(v1) Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht. Alles
schläft; einsam wacht.

Nur das traute hochheilige Paar. 
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! Schlaf in 
himmlischer Ruh!
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(v1) Noche de paz, noche de amor, todo
duerme en derredor

entre sus astros que esparcen su luz. 
Bella anunciando al niñito Jesús.
Brilla la estrella de paz, brilla la 

estrella de paz.
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(v2)  Silent night, holy night, shepherds 
quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the 
Savior is born! 
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(v3)  Silent night, holy night, Son of God, 
love's pure light; 

radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at 
thy birth. 
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(v4)  Silent night, holy night, wondrous 
star, lend thy light; 

with the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the 
Savior is born!

***
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Blessing
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Postlude – Noteworthy Bells
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Merry Christmas!
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